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VkasarTeAb AHUII, H300PaKEHHBIX
Ha IIOPTpETax

Kparkoe nsaoxenue
BerymmmreapHoil cTaThn

HA AHTAUUCKOM f3BIKE



Ar060It TOpTpPET IPUPOAOH CBOEH

KaK OBl IIPEBOCXOAUT IIOAAIOKITHEL
«omorpadui» B TOM CMBICAE,

B KakoM Omorpaduu rumryrcs. S Buky
IIOPTPET, KAK TOPAIIYIO CBEYY, IpU
CBETE KOTOPOM HYKHO YHUTATh 9TH
ouorpaduu. Tem cambIiM AOoCTHTAETCA
YEAOBEYECKOE UX ITOHUMAHUE.

Tomac Kapaatin



I[lopTpernas
I’ﬂACp cA
ycaAabOBI KyckoBO

! Bpanreap H.H. IMomemmuss Poccus. —
CII6.: Mszpareabckuii aom «Koao», 2007.
C.77.

YenroBeuecknii 0OAMK 00AapaeT (DEHOMEHAABHOM CIIOCOOHO-
CTBIO BBI3BIBATH HEH3MEHHBIM HHTEPEC K TOMY, YTO CKPBHITO 32 4ep-
TAMH AHIIA, BEIPAKEHHEM I'Aa3, KOCTIOMOM H aHTypaiKeM, — KO BCe-
MY TOMY, 9TO 3aKAIOYEHO B PACXOKEM H UyTh IIepedpasupOBAHHOM
«Kto? I'ne? Koraar». KoHKpeTHBIHI AMK 3a9acTyiOo TpaHCchOpMH-
pyercs B 00pa3, Ha AOATHE BEKa IIEPCOHUMUIUPYA HCTOPHICCKUE
COOBITHSA, TIEPEAOMHBIE 3IIOXU HAU IIPEBPAIAACh B «IEHUA MECTa».
CyABOBI CTAHOBHAUCH AETEHAAMH, IIOCTYIIKH — IIPHMEPAMU AAfA I10-
Apaxanus. He Bceraa moprper mpecAeAOBaA IIEAD IIEPEAATH KAYIIH
U3MEHYIHBOM HpuMeTs. lHOTA2 AOCTATOYHO OBIAO cMBOAA — VMme-
HI, — 9TOOBI BOUTH B PAA ceOe IMOAOOHBIX M COXPAHHUTD 3a COOOH
IIPaBO COOCTBEHHOIO MECTA B HCTOPHUU. A 3PUMBIMH BOIIAOIICHUSA-
MH 9TOTO IIPaBa TEX, KOMY IIOBE3AO OBITh 3aIICYaTACHHBIMH, Y3HAH-
HBIMH MAU COXPaHUBIITUMH HMEHA, CTAAM OCOOBIE KHBOIIHCHBIE CO-
opauus — [ lopmpemneie canepen. Iloayausiiine pacipocTpaHeHHE HA
BCEX YPOBHSAX: TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX, IIPABUTEABCTBEHHBIX, MEMOPHAAD-
HBbIX, O@HHI/IaAbeIX, BECAOMCTBCHHBIX U YaCTHBIX — OT HAITMOHAAb-
HBIX [lopTpeTHBIX rasepeil AO raAepeil BOEHHBIX, «IAA€pe Kpaca-
BUI, BHYH_H/ITCAI)HI)IX ABOPHOBI}IX raAepefzi BCHIICHOCHDBIX HPCAKOB
U CKPOMHBIX AOMAIITHHX (PAMHABHBIX, — OHH CTAAU KUBOIIMCHBIMH
AETOIIUCAMU CTPAH U BPEMEH.

PacripocrpanuBiiieecs B CpeAe PYCCKOTO IIPOCBEIIIEHHOIO ABO-
PAHCTBA COOMpaHME HOPTPETOB Takixke craro HOpMOMH. [To xpecro-
MaTHHHOMY BeIpakeHuro ucropuka H. Bpanreas, «nopmpemoe uckye-
180 061410 HEOOXO00UMOU YACIIBIO NOMEUUYBELO ObIINa — BCAKUL XOMEN UMENIL
usobpascerine c60e u GAUsKUX. Dma Hacmonuusas npuxoms cosdana Mrodnce-
80 ecau U He 6cezda Xopouux XY0OHHUKOS, 110 6ecbMa 3AHUMANENbHBLX
Goimonucameneiy'. OAHAKO BPSIA AU MOKHO OTBICKATH ABE OAMHAKOBBIE
II0 KOAMYECTBY, COCTABY, XYAOKECTBEHHOMY YPOBHIO H IIPOIIOPIIU-
OHAABHOMY IIPEACTABHTEABCTBY rasepen. Kamaas u3 moAOOHBIX, Cy-
IIECTBYIOIIAA IIOA oOmuM onpeaesenuem «lloprpernas rasepes»,
HerroBTopuMa. Tem OoAee BaXKHBI U IIEHHBI COXPAHUBIIIHECHA, HE PaC-
IIBIACHHBIE BDEMEHEM U OOCTOATEABCTBAMHE IO PA3HOTO POAA MY3EAM
1 COOpaHUAM, IIEAPHBIC KOMITACKCHL KOHIICIITYAABHO CAOKHBIIIIXCSA
[ToprperHerx Tasepeit. A erme OOABIIYIO HEHHOCTb IIPHOOPETAET
VIICAEBIIIAA KOAACKIINA, HEPA3PBIBHO CBA3AHHAA C MECTOM — PE3UACH-
e, ABOPIIOM, yCaABOOM — M HMEHEM €€ CO3AATEASL.

I'pacp Ilerp Bopucosuu Illepemeres mpexae BCEro acCOUUPY-
ercs ¢ ycaabOOH KyckoBO — 3HAMEHHTBIM «ACTHUM 3aTOPOAHBIM YBE-
CEeAUTEABHBIM AOMOM». He rocyaapcrBennsie 3acAyru u He rpOMKHE
ITOOEABI HA ITOAAX CPAKECHUN IIPOCAABHAN HUMS 3TOIO IIPEACTABHTE-
ASl ADEBHEHIIIETO ABOPSAHCKOTO POAA — €rO CYIIHOCTb OIIPEACAACT-
CA BCErO AMIND ITOHATHEM «XO3AMH». XO3IHUH CBOEH JKM3HM, CBOUX
COOCTBEHHBIX, CO3AAHHBIX B MHOTOYHCACHHBIX AOMAX M yCaAbOax
«MHPOBY, CBOUX CTpacTeil u npupasanuocreil. Aad rpacpa ILb. Ile-
pemMereBa I'AABHBIMH CTPACTAMU OKAa3aAHCh CO3HAAHHE H COOHpa-
TeAbCTBO. COOMPAA OH ITO-KPYITHOMY H IO KPYIIHUIIAM, IIPEYMHOKAS
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2 Coumnmenus Aoaropykosa (Kmsss Isa-
na MunxaiinoBuua). T. 1 / Mspaume Asex-
cauapa Cvupanna. — CI16.: B Tanorpadpun
Wmrreparopekoii  Axaaemumn  Hayx, 1849.
C. 131.

POAOBOE HACAEACTBO, UIMEHUAMHU, CTOAUYHBIMUA AOMAMH, YCAABOAMH,
KapTUHAMH, MEOEABIO, CKYABIITYPOi, (papdOopoM, KHUTAMH, IPABFO-
pamu... OH cO3MAAA CBOM COOCTBEHHBIH MU IIOA STHAOH repOboBOIo
aesusa — «DEUS CONSERVAT OMNIA» («bor xpauuT Bce»), B3bI-
BAIOIIIETO K HEyMOAUMOMY Bpemenn, koTopoe, CAOBHO BHAB, AOHBI-
HE XPaHUT €0 CaMYIO OOABIIYIO IIPUBA3AHHOCTD — «3EMAU AOCKYTHK
APAroIeHHEbIy, OAucTaTeAbHOE KyckoBo.

Hacaeanuk nepsoro poccuiickoro rpada u deabamaprirasa bo-
puca Ilerposuua IllepemereBa poauacsa Bo BropoM Opake ¢ AHHOM
[Terposuoit Hapermkunoi (ypoxaenaon CaaTeIKOBOIT) 26 deBpans
1713 roaa. 3a CBOIO CEMHACCATHUIIATHAETHIOIO KU3Hb OH IIEPEKHUA
Bocemb mapcrsoBanmin: ot Ilerpa I Ao Exarepmnwr II, — posrO 1
IAQAKO BOCXOAS I10 HEPAPXUIECKOHN AECTHHIIE.

Hagas cayxOy mpu Ilerpe I — mmireparop 3a4mcAmA HOBO-
POKACHHOTO CBIHA CBOEI'O BBIAAFOIETOCA copatHHKa B [Ipeobpa-
AKEHCKHUH ITOAK IIPAIIOPIIHKOM, — TpuHaAnatuAetauil Ilerp bopu-
copuu npu Exarepmme 1 cTaHOBHTCA ITOAIIOPYYHKOM TI'BAPAHUM.
Tosapum aercrsa Ilerpa II, ¢ xoTOpBHIM BMecTe poc M y9HACH, B
1728 roay ILllepemeres yke IIOPYYHK, 2 B CACAYIOIIEM TOAY KaITH-
TaH-ITOpy4YnK. Kanuran reapAnu Ha AHCTBHTEABHOHN CAYKOE IIpH
Anne MoanHoBHE 1 Kameprep y IPUHIIECCH AHHBI, 4 C BOCXOKACHH-
em Ha npectoA BEamsasersr [leTpoBHBI OH yiKe A€HCTBHTEABHBIN Ka-
Meprep, reHepaA-IIOPYUIUK, FeHepaA-aHIIed U IeHepaA-aABIOTAHT,
kaBasep opaeHa CB. Aunbl, CB. Aaekcanapa Hesckoro u moascko-
ro beaoro Opaa. He 6rp1a obotiaen rpadp m npu Ilerpe III: mo-
Ay4YaeT BBICIIHUI IIPUABOPHBIA YHH OO€p-Kameprepa M IOKAAOBAH
opaeaom Cs. Auapes Ilepsossannoro. Cenarop npu Exarepune 11
n uyaeH Kommccum mo coCTaBAGHHIO HOBOro YAoOxeHHA, rpad
IL.b. IllepemereB — aBTOP YTBEPKAECHHOIO HMMIIEpaTpHIlel ¥YcTa-
Ba O AOAKHOCTAX U IIPEUMYIIECTBAX OOep-kameprepa. 55 0e300-
AQYHBIX ACT Ha CAYKOE€ TOCYAAPCTBY... HO TPArMYECKHE IIOTEPU B
ceMbe OOAACKAHHOTO CYABOOHN rpadpa — KOHYHHEL JKCHBI H, 9epE3
TOA, cTapireii oouepu — 3actaBuau rpada [lerpa bopucosuva mpo-
CUTh 00 OTCTaBKE M yAaAeHHH OT AeA B 1768 roay. Tem me me-
Hee ODIIECTBEHHOTO CAYKEeHHA OH He ocTaBuA. CoOXpaHUBIIHIICA B
KYCKOBCKOM I1apKe OOEAMCK OBIA BO3BEAEH IIO BOAE TOCYAAPBIHU B
4gecTh u30paHudA rpada MOCKOBCKUM IYOEPHCKHM IIPEABOAHTEAEM
AsopsHcTBa B 1780 roay.

OcraBuB npuaBopHyto cAyxkOy, rpacd IllepemereB mHampasasfer
CBOM YCTPEMACHHUS B «LIAPCTBO BCeX crpacTein” — Kyckoso.

BAOXHOBEHHO M CKPYIyA€3HO, BHHUKAA BO BCE MEAOYH, B YCAAB-
Oe mpeBpalaeT oH CBOXO (DaHTA3UIO B PEAABHOCTD, B IIPUTATATEAD-
HBIU TEaTPaAbHO-IACTOPAABHBII MUP, B XpaM HCKYCCTB — U IIEAPO
AeanTcs ero pockomero n Heroi. Heaapom KyckoBo caaBmaock
IPAHAHO3HBIMH TEATPAAM3OBAHHBIMHU ITPA3AHUKAMH U IIPHEMaMH,
CIIOCOOHBIMU YAOBAETBOPUTH AIOOOH, AK€ CAMBIH B3BICKATEABHBIN
BKyC. K TOMY 7Ke paAyIIHBIH XO3AMH, 0OpaIiasch He TOABKO K 9yB-
CTBAM, HO U K MHTEAACKTY CBOHX I'OCTEH, CAEAOBAA 30AOTOMY IIPa-
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HewuspecTHBIN pyccKAi
XYAOKHHUK

[TOPTPET LIAPA
NBAHA IV

Konus no zpaswpe

H. Imenenuna

II moaroBmma XVIII B.
Xosacm, Macao
83,0x69,0

Hns. JK-14

Ha obopore xoacTa Haanucs nogepkom X VIII B., Bocrmpousse-
ACHHAS TIPU AYOAUPOBAHUM: «Yaps UBCAUKUA KI3b UOAHHD 6ACUAbEEUYD
eposnwril Ne 1.

B caosape A.A. POBHHCKOrO ecTh yKasaHHE Ha TO, 9TO IPaBH-
posauusi mmoprper V. IITeHramHa OBIA BBIIIOAHEH C OPUIHHAAQ
MN.N. beabckoro (Posunckuii, 1887. T. 2, cr. 1017-1018).

I'paBupoBannas croumrta u3 18 IMapcKUX IIOPTPETOB OBIAA 3a-
kazapa V. [renramny Canxr-IlerepOyprckoit akasemMmer Hayk
U BRITOAHAAACH B 1742—1770-x rr. VI3BecTHO 6 M3AAHHIT CIOUTHL
I'paBupoBaHHE HEKOTOPHIX IOPTPETOB IIEPBOrO M3AAHUA, BEPOAT-
HO, Ob1AO mopydeno Takxke A.P. 3yoosy. A.A. PoBuHCKHIA, CCBI-
Aafgce Ha pykommch . IllteamHa o pycckmx rpaBepax, CUHTAA,
uTO opurmHasamMu AAA oprperos mapeinr XVI-XVIII Bs. mocay-
xuAn Kak xormum V.M. Beabckoro ¢ oOpasnos, xpaHAmmxcsa B
3uMHEM ABOpIle, Tak KupormcHbie opuruHassl M.I'. Beaexnnaa,
N.I'. Tannayspa, A. Kapasaxa, A. Toxe (PoBuuckuii, 1886—1889.
T. 4, cr. 25).

ApxuB:

1787. Ne 1. A. 74 «raps nBaHa Bacu-
ADBEBHYA»

1788-1790. Ne 1. A. 169

1792. Ne 288. A. 148 (Asoper,
Buapapanasn)

1810. Ne 1. A. 373

1814-1815. Ne 35. A. 1

o

o1

Wsan IV I'posmerii (1530-1584) — pycckuit maps ¢ 1547, celH BeAHKOTO
kuAsa Bacuansa 11T or 6paka ¢ Eaenoit I'annckoii.
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N.I1. Apryuos

[TOPTPET
NMITEPATPUILIBL
EAVM3ABETDI
[TETPOBHBI

Dpacmenmapras konus
¢ epaswper E. Hemecosa
no opucunany . Toxe
1760-¢ rr.

Xoscm, maciao
83,5x69,0

HMns. 2K-82

Apxus:

1787. Ne 15. A. 74 «umneparpurisl

CAHMCABCT IICTPOBHBD)

1788-1790. Ne 15. A. 169

1792. Ne 317. A. 149 (Asopew, bu-

ABAPAHASA)
1810. Ne 15. A. 373
1814-1815. Ne 15. A. 35

Ha obopore xoacta «/Ve 74» 1 ABe CyprydHBIC II€YATH, OAHA
u3 KoTopex ¢ repoom IllepemereBnix.

Wpau Ilerposuu Aprymos (1729-1802) — moprperncr, uko-
wonucer. Kpenocruoit kuaza A.M. Uepkacckoro, 3atem rpados
IL.b. m H.IL. Illepemerespix. B 1746-1749 yunaca y I'X. I'poora.
Bmecre ¢ HuM mucan mkOHBI AAA Bockpecencko# mepkBu Boab-
moro [lapckoceanckoro asopima, B 1753 — aas Baarosemenckoit
nepksu  Bockpecenckoro momacteips B Hosom Mepycaanwme.
C xonmna 1760-x ympasureap Muaanmonnoro aoma B IletepOyp-
re. C 1788 — ympaBureab mMockoBckux AomoB rpacda H.IT. IIle-
pemeresa. Ilucaa moprpersr rpados lllepemereBhIX, BBIIOAHAA
odunaAbHbIE 3aKa3bl. FIMeA KUBOIIMCHYIO MACTEPCKYIO M YICHU-
kOB — ceraoBelt [1aBaa, Hukoaas, fAkosa, a Taxke A.Il. Aocenxo,
M.C. Cabaykosa, K.J. I'oaoBaueBckoro.






,A,AH CO3AaHUA HapaAHOFO HOprCTa I/IMl'IepanI/ILIbI EaAnzasersr

A. Toxe [TerpoBusl B Poccuro crermaAbHO OBIA IIPUATAAIIECH (DPAHITY3CKUN
MOPTPET UMITEPATPULIBI usorncert . Toke. Ha moprpere ero paborsr 1758 r. Eansasera)
EAM3ABETDBI ITETPOBHbBI [TerpoBra msobpaxena ¢ opaecHom CB. Anapes IlepBosBaHHOIO
1758 1 IMIIEPATOPCKUMH PEraAuAMH, Ha (DOHE ABOPILIOBOTO HHTEPbE-
??;";7}0;‘44‘/10 pa. DTOT HOPTPET CPEAU APYIUX HOAOOHBIX H300paKeHUl pabOTH

xen A. Toke ymomsanyt . Hlteamneim: «K [lacxe 1758 ¢ on saxonuu
Hns. I'D-1280

Tocydapemsentimis Dpaumar senuronennyro kapmuny — nopmpem Ee Beauvecmsa 6 pocm. (LLmuom ¢

eeriie mpex aem epasuposas IM0m nopmpent Ha Meou 6 60wl AUCH U
eco yuenux Yemuutes noscrot nopmpent.)
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HewuspecTHBIN pycCKH
XYAOKHUK

[TOPTPET I'PA®A
ITABAA
NBAHOBHNYA
ATVIKMHCKOTI'O

Konus ¢ neuseecrnmozo
opuzunasa

II moaoBuua XVIII B.
Xosicm, macao
80,5x67,0

Hns. 2K-9

A.T'. 'epacumoB 1o opurmHaAy
W.I'. Taunayspa

TTOPTPET I1.U. ATV KMTHCKOI'O
1766

Bymaca, ogpopm, pesey

446x310, 375x270

Hnes. 1'P-43025

I'MUHN

ApxuB:

1787. Ne 18. A. 78 «rpaca maBaa
MBAHOBHYA STYIINHCKATOY
1788—-1790. Ne 18. A. 173

1792. Ne 252. A. 147 (Asoperr, Kap-
TOYHAsA)

1810. Ne 71. A. 377

1814-1815. Ne 71. A. 37

Ha o6opote xoacra Haanuch noyepkom XVIII B.: « paghs Ila-
sens HMeanosuus Ecyomcunckoi obeps L manrmeticmeps u 1enepans I1poxy-
popey» m mouepkom XIX B. «/Ne 770». Ha moapamumke gucao «/1»,

YTO COOTBETCTBYET HymMepanuu moprpera B onucax 1810 u 1814—
1815 rr.

[Toprper cuurasca pabOTOH HEM3BECTHOTO PYCCKOTO XYAOKHH-
ka Il moaosmuer XVIII B., arpubyruposasca kak «run TamHays-
pa» Ha ocHOBaHUH rpaBiopel ¢ opuruHasa V.I'. Tammayspa (cm.:
ITpecnosa, 2002, xar. Ne 246). OAHaKO wH3BeCTHas TIpPaBIOpa
A.I'. T'epacumosa ¢ opurnaasa M.I'. Tannayspa HE B KOMITO3UIIHH,
HH B aHTYPaKe€ He OOHAPYKHUBAET IPAMBIX aHAAOTHH C KYCKOBCKIM
IIOPTPETOM.

Hewussecrrerii opuranaa ObIA co3aaH He paHee 1724 r. — Bpe-
MeHn HarpamAeHnd rpada opaenom C. Amapes Ilepsospan-
HOTO.

Kaxk u B psaae cayuaaes (cMm. kat. Ne 48,49, 57,60, 63, 68), Bepodr-
HO, KYCKOBCKHI IIOPTPET ITOCAYAKHA OOPa3IOM AAA PHCYHKA Kpe-
rmoctHOro xyaoxkuuka rpada [1.b. [Ilepemerea SIkoBa Aprynosa.

M300paxken B moAHOM OOAadeHHH KaBasepa opAcHa CB. AH-
Apes IlepsossarnoOTO.

Konna ¢ rpasropsr A. I'pauena

o pucysky f. Aprymosa
I[TOPTPET IL.W. AI'VKMHCKOI'O
Ms usdanus «Ilemp Beauxuii u ezo
noaxogodys» (M., 1848)

Sryxuncknii I[Tasea Mamosua (1683—-1736) — rpac (1731), pycckuii rocy-
AAPCTBEHHEIN AeATeAb 1 Aunaomat. Poamacs B IToawmre. Ilepeexas 8 Mocksy,
32IIMCAH B Hpeo6pa>1<eHc1<HI71 ITOAK, 3aTeM B3AT Ilerpom 1 B AeHITIIKH. Conpo—
BOKAAA IAPA B ITOXOAAX W 3arpaHUYHBIX myrerectsuax. 1710 — xamep-ronkep
n kanntaH [Ipeobpaxernckoro moaka. C 1720 ncrioAHAA AHIIAOMATHYECKHE IO~
pygenusa. 1722 — mepsoiit renepas-upoxypop Cemara. 1726—1727 — mocoa B
IToawrmme, 1731-1734 — B Ilpyccnn. ApecToBaH 3a HIPEAYIIPEKACHHIE HMIIEPA-
tpunsl Auubl MloanHOBHBI 0 3aMBIcAaX BepxoBHOTO TaliHOrO coBeTa, HO OAAro-
AApA 3aCTYITHHYIECTBY cBOoero Tectd kanmaepa I'. ['oAoBkuHa cracea o1 cmepr-
ot kasuu. Kabwuuer-munuctp npu ABope Annsr MoanHOBHBI.
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HewuspecTHbiil pycckuii
XYAOKHHK

[TOPTPET
[IPYCCKOMN
KOPOAEBBI

EAN3ABETDI

Tun A. Ilsna
IT moaoBuraa XVIII B.

Xosicm, maciao
91,0x73,0
Hns. K-40

ApxwuB:

1787. Ne 3. A. 81 «xopoaeBHBI
IIPYCKOM»

1788-1790. Ne 3. A. 175

1792. Ne 396. A. 153 06. (Asoper,
T'octunas Ne 14, aro coorsercrTByer
MyssikaabHOM rocTunoil [lokoes
rp. H.IT. IllepemeTena)

1810. Ne 119. A. 379

1814-1815. Ne 116. A. 38

Ha moapamuuke uncAo «776», 9TO COOTBETCTBYET HYMEPAITUH
noprpera B orrmcu 18141815 rr.

[Toprper mauboaee Oamsok opurunasy A. IlsHa, cozpanHOMY
okoao 1740 r.

A. Ilsn
[TOPTPET ITPYCCKOM
KOPOAEBBI EAM3ABETHI

Oxoao 1740
Mecmonaxoncoenue reussecnio

Eansasera Kpucruna Ilpycckas (1715-1797) — ypomaeHHAd IpHHIIEC-
ca bpaynmseiirckas. Aous Pepaumnansa Aapbpexra 11 u ArTyanertsr Ama-
aun bpayumseiir-Boasdenbrorreapcknx. Cecrpa AHTOHA YABpHXa — MyiKa
Annzbr AeomTOABAOBHEL, ABOIOpOAHas cecTpa Mapun Tepesun. C 1733 cynpyra
6yaymiero kopoas IIpycckoro @puapuxa I1.






Kuskovo Estate
Portrait Gallery

“Often 1 have found a Portrait superior
in real instruction to half-a-dozgen
written Biographies, as Biographies are
written; - or rather, let me say, I have
Sfound that the Portrait was as a small
lighted candle by which the Biographies
could for the first time be read, and
some human interpretation be made of
them”.

Thomas Carlyle

The human appearance has a phenomenal ability to provoke
an invariable interest for the things that are hidden behind the face
features and expressive glance, suit and entourage — for everything that
is enclosed in the questions “Who? Where? When?”. The specific face
often transforms to an image, thus personifying some events and turning
points of the history for long centuries or becomes a “Genio Loci®
Destinies became legends, and acts became examples for imitation.
Not always the portrait pursued the aim to reflect “mutable signs of
the soul”. A symbol — Name — sufficed sometimes to a person in order
to be ranked among the people of the same milieu and to reserve the
right for its own place in the history. And viewable embodiments of
this became special picturesque collections — Portrait galleries. They
became a mainstream at all levels: from governmental, memorial and
official to private ones — from national portrait galleries to galleries
of the military and those of “the beauties”, from impressive palace
galleries of crowned ancestors to modest home and family collections,
— they became picturesque chronicles of epochs and nations.

In Russia, the first portrait gallery of the Russian emperors and
members of their families was created by the well-known printmaker I.
Stenglin in the Academy of Sciences in the middle of the 18-th century
under Empress FElisabeth. Collecting portraits which had gained
widespread currency amidst the Russian enlightened nobility became a
norm also. However, the estate portrait galleries of the 18-th century,
imitating the imperial ones, reflected penchants, tastes and finances
of their owners. In addition to obligatory “program” royal portraits,
each private collection had an element of uniqueness - pictures of
ancestors. So a noble family secured to itself along with the powers that
be the equal right to become history. The Portrait gallery of Counts
Sheremetevs’ estate Kuskovo, almost completely preserved up to date
is a sole Russian integral collection among similar estate collections
which once were available.

The gallery founder, one of the richest grandees of Russia Count
Petr Sheremetev (1713-1788), is primarily associated with the Kuskovo
located near Moscow, its famous “summer country fun house”.
The successor of the first Russian Count and Field Marshall Boris
Sheremetev, during all his 75-year life he survived eight emperorships:
from Peter the First up to Catherine the Great, climbing evenly and
smoothly the career ladder. Having left the Court, Count Sheremetev
focuses his ambitions on his favourite Kuskovo estate. The Russian
and West-European painting, graphic arts, sculpture, European and
Oriental porcelain, and attraction of talented Russian and western
masters to creation of estate undertakings, brought fame to Kuskovo
as to one of the major centers of the Russian enlightenment. Not in
vain the estate was well-known due to its superb theatricalized feasts
and receptions, which could satisfy any, even the most sophisticated
taste. In Kuskovo, national traditions of the life style merged with
achievements of the European culture and art.
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